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Minutes of the Horsted Keynes Parish Council Planning Committee held at 

7pm on Tuesday 14th October 2025. 
 

    Present: Cllr Clark, Cllr Gamble, Cllr P Miles, and Cllr Slater. 

    In Attendance: Ms A Maxwell (Clerk) 

  
PL022 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  

Members of the public are welcome and encouraged to attend. The first ten minutes of the 

meeting will be available for the public to express a view or ask a question on relevant matters on 

the agenda. The public and press are also welcome to stay and observe the rest of the meeting. 

 

 A member of public spoke and shared his concerns regarding application DM/25/1963  

 Land To the East of Freshfield Lane Danehill. Proposed construction of a new stable block on 

agricultural land comprising of four stables. 

 

PL023 APOLOGIES - Apologies for absence received from Cllr Coulson. 

 

PL024 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST Members are invited to make any declaration of personal or 

prejudicial interests that they may have in relation to items on the agenda and are reminded to 

make any declarations at any stage during the meeting if it then becomes apparent that this may 

be required when a particular item or issue is to be considered. 

 

PL025 MINUTES 

a. I was resolved to approve the minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on 7th July and 

9th September 2025. 

b. Matters Outstanding from these minutes (not listed as separate agenda items).None 

 

PL026  PLANNING APPLICATIONS  

 To consider the following planning applications: 

a. DM/25/1912: Broadhurst Stables Broadhurst Manor Road Horsted Keynes. No Objection. 

Retrospective application in relation to installation of wood burner stove and flue, stonework 

walls surrounding the west facing windows on north and south sides of the central building, lack 

of landscaping/grading in front of them, lack of vegetation above them and installation of 

decking in front of the window on the south side, surface of parking area, installation of 

additional decking/non-grassed areas on upper level, wall not built to plan and lack of second 

wall on upper level and boundary hedging. 

b. DM/25/1963 Land To the East of Freshfield Lane Danehill. Proposed construction of a new 

stable block on agricultural land comprising of four stables. 

OBJECTION. The site is located within the High Weald National Landscape (formerly known as 

an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty) and an area designated within the District Plan for 

“Protection and Enhancement of the Countryside.” 

From examination of the High Weald AONB Landscape Character Maps it can also be seen that 

it is adjacent to an area of “Ancient Woodland” and close to “Historic Farm Settlements” at 

Stoaches Farm and Town Place. 

Town Place is also a Grade II Listed building and the potential impact on the setting of this Heritage 

Asset does not appear to have been adequately considered or assessed by the applicant. 
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The Parish Council are concerned that there is no genuine demonstrable need for this 

development in this location. Concern has previously been expressed relating to the recent 

construction of an adjacent barn by the same applicant and it is noted that, since construction, 

there does not appear to be any evidence to suggest that the building is actually being, or has 

ever been used, for the purposes for which it was claimed that it was intended at the time the 

application was made.  

The application proposes to use an existing highway access, with no alteration, but the Parish 

Council’s understanding is that no formal permission has ever been granted for this recently 

formed access and no details have been provided in support of this application to demonstrate 

that the access is safe and compliant with the relevant highway standards in respect to visibility 

splays, etc. 

The Parish Council consider that the proposals would harm the National Landscape in that they 

would adversely impact on the existing views across the countryside which are cherished by 

parishioners and visitors alike.  

It is also noted from inspection of the HW AONB Landscape Character Map that the proposed site 

is a subdivision of an agricultural field and as such it conflicts with the High Weald AONB 

Management Objective FH2 “to maintain the pattern of small irregular shaped fields bounded by 

hedgerows and woodland”.  

In view of the above it is considered that the proposals conflict with MSDC’s District Plan Policy 

DP16, relating to Protection of the High Weald AONB.  

It is further noted that these proposals would appear to conflict with District Plan Policy DP12, 

relating to Protection and Enhancement of the Countryside as they are not necessary for the 

purposes of agriculture and do not appear to be supported by any other specific policy in the Plan.  

They are also in conflict with policy HK9, relating to Protection of the High Weald AONB, in Horsted 

Keynes Neighbourhood Plan as the proposals do not adequately “conserve and enhance the 

ecology of the field” and do not “retain/and reinstate historic field systems”. 

The Parish Council strongly urge MSDC to refuse this application for the reasons set out 

above and, in particular, due to the potential harm that the proposals are likely to cause to 

the Countryside and National Landscape. 

 

c. DM/25/2412: Tanyard Manor Horsted Lane Sharpthorne East Grinstead. No Objection. 

Proposed renewal of tile hanging and associated timber accents. 

d. DM/25/2465: Unit B3 And B5 Horsted Keynes Business Park Horsted Keynes. Variation of 

condition no 2 of application HK/027/89 - A change to hours of operation is sought for units B3 

& B5 only, to enable longer opening on Saturdays and additional opening on Sundays & Bank 

Holiday. OBJECTION - concern over increased hours particularly on Sunday afternoons and 

Bank holidays. If a future application was submitted with these concerns taken in to 

consideration then the Council may be able to review its position. 

 

PL026 TO NOTE ANY PLANNING DECISIONS MADE BY MSDC. These were noted. 

 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Tuesday 14th November 2025 at 7pm 
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